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NEW CAMPAIGN: Skip the Straw Suncoast 🐢 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Rethinking Plastic Sarasota’s Skip the Straw campaign has officially launched and targets 
Suncoast. 

SARASOTA, FL (May 8, 2018)—  Rethinking Plastic Sarasota, founders Jana Hoefling, Cat 
Dillard and Bruce Balck have teamed up with Chef’s Collaborative Local Leader, Chef Steve 
Phelps, owner of Indigenous Restaurant to create Skip the Straw Suncoast campaign, with 
focus first on Sarasota.  Their mission? to reduce and eventually eliminate single-use plastic 
straws and food containers in our food systems right here on the Suncoast.  

Rethinking Plastic Sarasota was founded in June of last year; with great response from the 
community. RPS holds quarterly meeting to discuss how they can, as a community, help fight 
the good fight against single-use plastics found in our food systems. Specifically, RPS focuses 
on The Bad5; clamshell to-gos, plastic cups and their accessories (lids and straws), bottles, 
bags and utensils.  With their efforts to change perception and bring attention to government 
officials they hope to keep their momentum through the Skip the Straw Suncoast campaign. 

Locally, you may already be familiar with Chef’s Collaborative, a national non-profit focusing on 
keeping chefs accountable for what goes on their menus.  Our local chapter of CC has put on 
several events focused on sustainability, specifically Meat Matters and the popular Sustainable 
Seafood Dinner (formerly known as Trash Fish) held annually.  Our local Chef’s Collaborative 
chapter is lead by editor of Edible Sarasota Magazine’s Tracy Freeman and Chef Steve Phelps. 

In partnership Rethinking Plastic Sarasota’s Skip the Straw campaign and Chef’s Collaborative 
hope to work with local restaurants by providing education and resources to reduce single-use 
plastic waste.  Unfortunately recycling is not enough.  As a community we can begin to make an 
immediate and substantial impact on plastic pollution by just REFUSING these single-use items.  
This is a call to action for Sarasota and Florida’s Suncoast.  Together we have the power to 
change bad habits and rethink plastics to strive for a happy and healthy single-use plastic free 
community.   

Restaurants that have already made the transition to no single-use plastics are encouraged to 
team-up with Skip the Straw Suncoast and Rethinking Plastic Sarasota.  Building a network of 
like-minded people to speak on education and methods of implementation for others wanting to 
make the transition is key.  “Together we are stronger,” says Jana.  Proving it is possible to 
eliminate or reduce single-use plastic from our food systems.  This growing network will be a 
model for this movement in our community. “It takes a village,” says Chef Steve.  

Join Rethinking Plastic Sarasota Tuesday, May 22nd at 7pm for the film Bag It, is your life too 
plastic? Screening will be held at Fogartyville Community Media and Arts Center, 525 Kumquat 
Ct, Sarasota, FL 34236. $5 suggested donation. Bring co-workers, family and friends for this 
eye-opening look at the reality of single-use plastic waste.  
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